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stars to a certain point of their orbit, their meetings, eclipses,
and occupations. The globe which we inhabit has been sur-
veyed and explored with care which has hardly missed a
nook of it. "We know the causes of the winds and of the
rains, we can point out the exact course of the sea-currents,
and foretell the hour and the height of the tides all over the
globe. We know why glaciers exist at the northern and
southern extremities of the earth, and why other glaciers
crown the great mountain heights. The movements of the
earth, which formerly produced chains of mountains, and
which at present occasion volcanic eruptions and earthquakes,
are quite comprehensible to us. The composition of all the
bodies which exist on the surface, or are hidden in the depths
of the earth, has been fixed with certainty.

We know what air contains, and what water is composed
of. There is not a mineral, not a particle of earth to which
we cannot assign its composition. More than that, we can
tell what is the composition of the soil of the planets, and of
their satellites, those stars which roll at incalculable distances
above our heads, and which we can reach only with our eyes.
Science has performed this miracle, the chemical analysis of
bodies which it cannot touch, and which it can only see across
millions of miles in space.

"We have studied, classified, demonstrated all the living
beings, animals and plants which people the earth. There is
not an insect hidden in the grass of the fields which has not
been described, which has not had its just place in creation
assigned to it; there is not a blade of grass which has not
been reproduced by the pencil of the naturalist.